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CHARLESTON, IL--Recently Eastern Illinois University's Traffic Safety 
section received through the Illinois Department of Transportation funds 
to promote community awareness concerning occupant restraints. 
During Charleston's Sesquicentennial Celebration between July 4-7, 
the Traffic Safety section will have a display which will promote the proper 
use of occupant restraints. A part of the display will be a demonstration 
of the ''Seat Belt Convincer," a device which simulates a 5-7 mph collision. 
Qualified persons over the age of 18 may ride the convincer, which will 
subject them to the forces associated with a 5-7 mph accident. 
On July 1 the Illinois Seat Belt Law goes into effect, making Illinois 
the third state to enact the law. New York was first to pass a belt law 
which went into effect December 1, 1984; second was New Jersey which was 
enacted on March 1. 
As of March 1985, belt use laws were under consideration by legislatures 
in an additional 26 states. Missouri, Michigan, and New Mexico recently 
passed a restraint law bringing the total to six. 
As a result of the new legislation, New York has recorded its lowest 
highway fatality rate since 1926, according to Dan Bolin, EIU Traffic Safety. 
Deaths dropped 45 percent in January compared with each of the five previous 
years. At that same time surveys showed there was a 70 percent compliance 
with the law compared to 15 percent recorded before the law, Bolin said. 
New York's governor said that if early trends continue, an estimated 
300 to 400 lives a year will be saved by New York's belt law. The Department 
of Motor Vehicles estimates that full compliance with the law would save 
750 lives a year. 
-more-
Seat Belt Law 
Add 1 
Under the new Federal Safety Standard Rule, automakers are required 
to phase in automatic seatbelts or air bags on new car models, with all 
cars to be so equipped by 1990 unless two-thirds of the population are 
covered by seat belt use laws on April 1, 1989. 
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